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COLUMBUS, Ohio, April 1 
<UPI>— Gordon Novel, a for- 
mer nightclub operator wanted 
as a material witness In the 
New Orleans Investigation of 
the alleged Kennedy assassina- 
tion plot, was taken Into cus- 
tody at nearby Gahanna to- 
day. 

Novel was taken by four 
policemen to the Columbus po- 
lice headquarters and kept be- 
, hind closed doors at the detec- 
tive bureau. , - ’ 

. Novel’s only comment arriv- 
ing at the headquarters was 
that he stayed In this area 
“because It’s a nice town to 
visit.’’ w 

A warrant was Issued' at New 
I Orleans for his arrest after he 
| left and unexpectedly turned 
i up here March 33. He disap- 
peared the next morning, say- 
ing he was going to Chicago. 


wanted to question Novel about 
his knowledge of the slaying. 

Novel has called Garrison's 
Investigation "a fraud,” 

Novel said he stayed away 
from his native city because 
he dkl not wish to be ques- 
tioned. 

He had said earlier that he 
Wpuki return only if Garrison 
promised him "freedom from 
harassment and immunity 
from him." - . 

He was picked up under the 
New Orleans subpoena and 
booked at the detective head- 
quarters as a preliminary for 
fato return to Louisiana, 

Novel said he wished to re- 
main outside his home state 
because he believed Garrison 
was conducting a "political, 
police state inquisition” In his 
efforts to find other persons 


Several days later he briefly 
appeared in suburban Wash- 
ington, b. C., and then van- 
ished. 


involved In the Dallas. Tex., 
killing than Lee Oewald. 



